Following is a description of how the District of Colum-
bia has planned for coping with civil disorders and how
the Federal Government assists the city when and as
appropriate.

U.S, Park Police on duty during May Day 1971 demonstrations.

The Metropolitan Police Department has a continuing
duty to protect the President and his family, certain other
Federal officials and political candidates, the Congress,
the Supreme Court, and foreign embassies and dignitar-
ies, as well as all official and private visitors and digni-
taries who enter the District of Columbia.

Immediate protection of the White House is the duty
of the Executive Protective Service of the United States
Secret Service; this unit also assists the Metropolitan
Police Department in protecting foreign missions.

Immediate protection of the Capitol and of the Con-
gress is the duty of the United States Capitol Police. The
Supreme Court building is protected by its own 55-man
police force under the supervision of the Marshal of the
Supreme Court,

Threats to the safe and steady operations of the Gov-
ernment may come in the form of bomb threats, criminal
assaults on individual officials, and in other forms.

The most persistent threat in the past 2 or 3 years,
however, has come in the form of groups of demonstra-
tors having the avowed purpose of disrupting the oper-
ations of Government and bringing those operations to a
halt.

In 1968, a serious disorder followed the assassination
of the Rev. Dr( Martin Luther King, Jr.

Coordinating the Response

The Metropolitan Police Department has major opera-
tional responsibility for controlling civil disorders. The
District of Columbia Office of Civil Defense assumes
the bulk of the administrative work.

The District of Columbia Office of Civil Defense plans
for and deals with a variety of emergencies, including
civil disorders. When they erupt, the office coordinates
communications between all District of Columbia and
Federal activities involved in coping with them.

To do this, the Office of Civil Defense may, if the
Commissioner requests it, step up activities in its com-
mand center in the City Municipal Center. This emer-
gency facility is manned in emergencies by a dozen Dis-
trict of Columbia Office of Civil Defense staff members
and representatives from other District of Columbia,
Federal, and private agencies that coordinate during
disturbances.

District of Columbia Office of Civil Defense street
observers tell this command center the location, size, and
character of disorders. The center then informs the Com-
missioner and transmits his orders back to the field pre-
cisely and quickly.

In FY 1971, expenditures by the District of Columbia
Office of Civil Defense related to civil disorders were
$20,250. Federal grant aid from the Department of De-
fense, Defense Civil Preparedness Agency (DCPA), ac-
counted for $5,100 of this on the basis of dual use of a
grant primarily for Civil Defense purposes,

Coordinating the District of Columbia response to
civil disorder is not the only role of the District of Co-
lumbia Office of Civil Defense. The office staff monitors
potential emergency situations 7 days a week.

The Congress appropriated $226,400 of the District
of Columbia Office of Civil Defense $387,000 FY 1971
budget. Federal grants from the DGPA supplied $160,-
600; although this sum was provided on the basis of pre-
paredness against enemy attack, programs for which this
sum was expended provide a dual capability applicable
to all types of emergency operations.

National Guard

The District of Columbia Militia, established by the Con-
gress in 1802, was the forerunner of the present National
Guard. The Guard has a twofold purpose: to supplement
the Army and Air Force in war or national crisis, and to
protect the District in emergencies when ordered by the
President or another competent Federal authority.

When a civil disorder or mass demonstration in the
District of Columbia is sufficiently serious, the President
may direct the D.C, National Guard to assist the Metro-
politan Police Department. This procedure is accom-
plished by the appointed Department of Defense repre-
sentative authorizing the commanding general to com-
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